
 
 
 

BLAIR COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY  

REGULAR MEETING   

APRIL 11, 2016  

Gary Orner called the Regular Meeting of the Blair County Airport Authority to order at 6:00 PM. The 
meeting was held in the Blair County Airport Authority Offices at the Altoona-Blair County Airport, 310 
Airport Drive, Martinsburg, PA 16662. The meeting began with the pledge of alliance to the flag of the 
United States of America.  

Those present included BCAA board members Herbert Bolger, Thomas Hite, Gary Orner, Ben Stapelfeld, 
and Drew Swope. Also present were Ted Beam, Blair County Commissioners’ Representative to the 
BCAA Board; Tracy Plessinger, BCAA Manager; David Pertile, BCAA Solicitor; Matthew Dunn, Delta 
Airport Consultants; Kay Stephens of the Altoona Mirror; and Gus Lesnevich, Khody Detwiler, and 
Attorney Matt Gieg of Gus Lesnevich, Inc. 

REGULAR MEETING  

Approval of Agenda  

A. Ben Stapelfeld made a motion to approve the agenda for the March 14, 2016, Regular Meeting.  
Martin Marasco seconded the motion.  A vote was taken.   All board members present voted 
Aye. Motion passed.  

Approval of Minutes  

A. Tom Hite made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 14, 2016, Regular Meeting.  
Herbert Bolger seconded the motion.  All board members present voted Aye.  Motion passed.  

Visitors 

A. Attorney Matt Gieg and Gus Lesnevich addressed the board regarding areas of concern relating 

to the Gus Lesnevich, Inc. lease of office space in the airport terminal. The board agreed to take 

Mr. Lesnevich’s comments under advisement and to make his written statement a part of the 

permanent minutes of the meeting.  

B. David Scott, of Young, Oakes, Brown, & Co., presented the BCAA audit for the period ended 

December 31, 2015. Mr. Scott reported that two of three findings from previous year’s audits 

have been corrected, leaving only one audit finding for the 2015 audit. While the airport’s asset 

position is very strong, it continues to struggle with minimal cash flow. There are excellent 

control systems in place to guard against fraud and abuse and ensure compliance with all 

federal and state grant requirements.  

Manager’s Report  

A. Tracy Plessinger, BCAA Manager, reported to the board on various items. (Details contained in 
written “Manager’s Report – April 11, 2016.”)   

B. Thomas Hite made a motion to approve the Manager’s Report.   Herbert Bolger seconded the 
motion.  All board members present voted Aye.  Motion passed.  

Engineer’s Report  

A. Matthew Dunn provided a report from Delta Airport Consultants. (Detail contained in written 
“Project Status Report – March 2016 – Updated April 5, 2016”)  



 
 
 

B. Ben Stapelfeld made a motion to approve the Engineer’s Report. Thomas Hite seconded the 
motion. A vote was taken. All board members present voted Aye. Motion passed.  

Board Committee Reports  

A. Property Committee – Drew Swope, Committee Chair, presented the report of the Property 
committee. Agreements have been signed with Delta Airport Consultants and Fourth River 
Company to resolve all Fuel Farm issues. There are motions on the agenda for approval of the 
DeGol Jet Center II Agreement.   

B. Finance Committee – Ben Stapelfeld, Committee Chair, presented financial statements for the 
month. A motion is included on the agenda for approval of disbursements for the month.  

C. Marketing Committee – Gary Orner, Committee Chair, reported that planning is continuing for 
the Wings of Freedom event to be held August 19-21.  

D. Personnel Committee – Herbert Bolger, Committee Chair, reported that the committee will be 
interviewing an applicant for a maintenance position. We hope to approve this hiring at the May 
meeting.  

E. Communications – Nothing to report.   
F. Drew Swope made a motion to approve the board committee reports. Thomas Hite seconded 

the motion. A vote was taken. All board members present voted Aye. Motion passed.  

Floor Opened for Public Comment on Agenda Items  

A. Kay Stephens, of the Altoona Mirror, asked several questions relating to the settlement 
agreements for the fuel farm. Attorney Pertile, the board, and manager, explained the detail of 
the Delta, Fourth River, and DeGol agreements.  

Old Business  

A. There was no old business for discussion or action.  

New Business  

A. Drew Swope made a motion to approve an agreement with DeGol Jet Center II, settling all 
claims relating to the Fuel Farm project, and to authorize BCAA officers and employees to take 
all necessary actions to execute same, contingent on final review and approval by Solicitor and 
execution of settlement agreements by Fourth River Company and Delta Airport Consultants. 
Thomas Hite seconded the motion. A vote was taken. All board members present voted Aye.  
Motion passed.  
 

B. Ben Stapelfeld made a motion to accept the audit findings of the Young, Oakes, Brown & Co. 
audit of BCAA records for the year ending December 31, 2015. Herbert Bolger seconded the 
motion. A vote was taken. All board members present voted Aye. Motion passed.  

C. Drew Swope made a motion to approve agreements with Delta Airport Consultants for 
professional planning services to prepare environmental Categorical Exclusion (CATX) 
Applications for the Ground Obstacle Removal and Construct/Rehab/Acquire Hangars Projects, 
at a total cost of $5,000 ($2,500 for each project). Ben Stapelfeld seconded the motion. A vote 
was taken. All board members present voted Aye. Motion passed. 

D. Thomas Hite made motion to approve a contract with Envirosafe to act as a broker to sell the 
DeGol Jet A fueling system, at an asking price of $80,000. Herbert Bolger seconded the motion. 
A vote was taken. All board members present voted Aye. Motion passed. 



 
 
 

E. Thomas Hite made a motion to table a proposed agenda motion to contract with Safe Q LLC for 
repairs to the FBO Fuel Farm. Ben Stapelfeld seconded the motion. A vote was taken. All board 
members present voted Aye. Motion passed. 

F. Ben Stapelfeld made a motion to approve the use of PFC Funds for upgrades to terminal services 
in an amount not to exceed $10,000. Thomas Hite seconded the motion. A vote was taken. All 
board members present voted Aye. Motion passed. 

G. Ben Stapelfeld made a motion to approve payment of invoices for Airport Operations from the 
General Fund in the amount of $30,421.42, $12,475.79 of which was paid prior to the meeting; 
from the FAA Project Fund in the amount of $66,681.12, which was paid prior to the meeting; 
from the State Project Account, $3,760.06, which was paid prior to the meeting; and from the 
Local Project Account, in the amount of $4,410.07, $3,760.07, of which was paid prior to the 
meeting. Thomas Hite seconded the motion. A vote was taken. All board members present 
voted Aye. Motion passed. 

General Public Comment  

A. Kay Stephens asked how the BCAA will pay the required settlement to DeGol Jet Center II, given 
our current cash flow issues. Attorney Pertile explained that the funds for payment of the 
DeGol Jet Center II settlement are coming from the Delta and Fourth River settlements. 

Adjournment/Executive Session 

A. Thomas Hite made a motion adjourn the meeting and enter executive session for the purpose of 
consulting with an attorney or other professional advisor regarding information or strategy in 
connection with litigation or with issues on which identifiable complaints are expected to be 
filed, as provided in Section 708(a)(4) of the Sunshine Act. Drew Swope seconded the motion. A 
vote was taken. All board members present voted Aye. Motion passed. 

B. The May regular meeting of the BCAA will be held on May 3, 2016, in the Blair County Airport 
Authority Offices at 6:00PM.  

  

  

___________________________________ 

Tracy A. Plessinger, Manager, BCAA  

Approved by BCAA Board, May 23, 2016. 

 

___________________________________ 

Mike Ritchey, Secretary, BCAA 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 


